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DUROPAL GUIDE

Duropal guide to good worktops

While cabinets are examined for quality, door styles selected to suit individual tastes, and appliances
chosen to save labour, the work surface can be an afterthought. Yet worktops are the most visible part of
the kitchen and subject to the most punishment. Colour and finish must complement the cabinet fronts
and withstand knocks, abrasions, chemical attack, damp, cigarette burns and steam. There is no other
furniture component that is expected to tolerate so much. Those who buy a poor quality worktop will
soon be looking for a replacement. That entails removing the sink and hob, disturbing tiles, re-cutting
joints and trimming edge banding. An expensive and disruptive remedy.




If worktop colour, pattern and finish have not been carefully selected to match the surroundings, the
kitchen will be a disappointment. Again replacement may be necessary. Pfleiderer Industrie has pub-
lished this guide to help you get it right first time, saving you time and money and contributing to a
kitchen that you can be proud of.

Alternatives

For over forty years the best selling worktops have been manufactured from a dense wood particle board
protected by a decorative high pressure laminate (HPL). The majority of kitchens will continue to feature
this type of worktop as it is durable, hygienic, easy to fit and available in many styles at a reasonable
price. Other materials may be used, most notably in prestige kitchens. Particle board edged round the
perimeter forms a tray for tiles. Tiles can make an attractive surface but the grouting must be sealed and
hygienic cleaning can be difficult. Solid wood tops require regular treatment with oils and may lack long-
term durability. Slate and granites give a fine finish but it is not possible to make a secure, ‘invisible’
joint. Composite worktops benefit from a smooth, seamless surface even in to sink bowls and upstands
and are resistant to normal kitchen hazards. However, the choice of decorative effects is limited and
prices for such tops are high. Pfleiderer Industrie has chosen to make Duropal worktops from dense wood
particle board and decorative HPL.

How Duropal worktops are made
The core of Duropal worktops is E1 grade high density particle
board. Pfleiderer manufactures this material from a mixture com-
prising resin and small wood chips, pressed to make a large sheet.
Overlay A cut section will reveal layers. Small particles form the outer sur-
faces and the core is made from larger chips. This structure gives
strength, retains fittings, allows machining and has an excellent
Core surface for adhesion to HPL Particle board alone will not with-
stand the rigours of a kitchen top, so it is sealed all round to
prevent moisture damage and give a durable surface. Duropal is
genuine high pressure laminate for maximum durability and protects top surfaces and edges. Duropal
HPL is a 'sandwich' of 'kraft' papers impregnated with phenolic resin, an underlay paper to prevent the
core showing through, a pattern paper and a protective overlay, both soaked in melamine resin. The
resulting structure is pressed at 150 degrees centigrade at a pressure of 100 kg per square
centimetre for over an hour. This process yields an incredibly tough sheet to bond to the particle board.
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